
SPANISH NATIONAL GEOPARKS COMMITTEE 
 
The 33 EGN CC meeting in Sobrarbe coincided with the first two-year term of the Spanish 
Forum of Geoparks, and two relevant changes have been implemented concerning its internal 
organization: 

- According to the discussions in Sobrarbe, the Spanish Forum changed its 
designation to “Spanish National Geoparks Committee” (Comité Español de 
Geoparques, CEG), following the recommendations in the “Draft Proposed 
Operational Guidelines for UNESCO Global Geoparks”. 

- A new Coordination Board was elected for the next two years, according to the 
internal rules and proceedings. The new coordination board is conformed by: 
o Coordinator: Luis Alcalá, Maestrazgo Cultural Park. 
o Deputy coordinator: José María Barrera, Villuercas Ibores Jara Geopark. 
o Secretary: Antonino Sanz, Sierra Norte de Sevilla Natural Park. 
o First vocal: Leire Barriuso, Basque Coast Geopark. 
o Second vocal: Cristina Rubio, Central Catalunya Geopark. 

 
The very first action undertaken by the new coordination board was personally met the higher 
representatives of the Spanish institutional members which form part up to now of the CEG:  

- The General Director of the Spanish geological survey (IGME). 
- The Deputy General Secretary of the Spanish National Commission for 

Cooperation with UNESCO. 
 
Both coordinators have sent to those representatives a dossier of the Geopark concept, the 
proposed International Geosciences and Geoparks Programme (IGGP), and the proposed 
role of the Spanish National Geoparks Committee in key aspects, as for example the 
admission process for aspiring Geoparks and the agenda concerning the possible creation of 
the UNESCO’s IGGP Programme. Also, they have informally contacted Spanish 
representatives of Environment and Education informing them about Geoparks and the 
possibility of actively participating in the Spanish National Geoparks Committee. 
 
Several actions are being developed in order to spread the significance of Global Geoparks, 
following the objectives of the Spanish National Committee of Geoparks: 

- Creation of an official Twitter account: @ComEspGeoparks (300 followers) 
- Creation of an e-mail address: spanishgeoparks@gmail.com 
- An official website is being developed, as part of the Committee strategy for the 

implementation of communication mechanisms. 
 
The Spanish National Geoparks Committee has given advise to aspiring Geoparks that have 
contacted us asking for information. In our opinion this point underlines the importance of 
defining the role of the National Committees in front of new candidacies. 
 
Forthcoming events: next October will be held the First Open Meeting of the Spanish National 
Geoparks Committee. It will be celebrated in Villuercas Ibores Jara Geopark (Guadalupe, 22nd 
to 24th of October, 2014). 
 
 

Coordinator of the Spanish National Geoparks Committee 
Luis Alcalá 


