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APUAN ALPS GEOPARK (ITALY) 
 

 
 

Green Card in our first revalidation 

 
 
Major achievements in 2015 

¶ Green card at the first revalidation. The revalidation mission took place in June carried 
out by Julian Atkins (Forest Fawr Geopark, Wales) and Mahito Watanabe (Asian 
Pacific Committee Advisory, Japan). 

¶ Apuan Geoday 2015: workshop with presentation of two new issues of Acta Apuana, 
scientific journal of the Geopark (Levigliani di Stazzema). 

¶ A new step forward to the ñEuropean Charter for Sustainable Tourism ñ in the Apuan 
Alps Geoparkò. 

¶ ñNature is our businessò, 2015 Parks Festival: many activities for different attendance 
(guided visits, cooking lesson, music concert, environmental activities). 

¶ Sharp increase of visitors in Apuan Geolab, the interactive Museum of Earth Science of 
the Geopark. 

¶ ñGreen weeksò in the Geopark for kids from 8 to 15 years (11 weeks for about 160 
kids). 

 
Contribution towards the work of the EGN 

¶ Participation of the two representatives in the EGN meetings in Paris (France) and 
Rokua Geopark (Finland) 

¶ EGN Magazine, issue ˉ 12, ñThe hiking and geotourism map of the Apuan Alps: a 
new tool to get to know the Geoparkò 
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Management structure and financial status 

¶ The management structure is made up of several offices and services for a total of 23 
people and the operating budget for 2015 totals ú 1,675.000. 

¶ New financial status leads to an easier management of the dynamics of spending with 
costs and assets optimization. 

 
Conservation (geoconservation) strategy 

¶ Count of mouflons: activity guided by Geopark Rangers for the monitoring of mouflons 
in the Apuan Alps.  

¶ New planning instrument (ñLandscape Planò), approved by Tuscany region in March 
2015, recognizes a central role to geosites for the landscape protection.  
 

Strategic partnership 

¶ ñEducation to territorial management as part of consolidation in the democratic 
Tunisian processò, project placed first in the Integrated Plan of International Activities of 
Cooperation, in collaboration with Office National des Mines of Tunis, Pisa National 
Council of Researches, Association des Jeunes de Zammour and Garfagnana Local 
Action Group. 

¶ ñNational Day of Mines ï 7th edition (Stazzema); in collaboration with ISPRA, AIPAI, 
ANIM, ASSOMINERARIA, G&T, National Council of Surveys and EuroGeoSurveys, 
initiatives to encourage the use of the mining heritage and geology: guided field trips, 
minerals and photo exhibition, conference. 

¶ Life Nature and Biodiversity project application: ñLIFE_STIGE, Solid Transport Impact 
on Groundwater Ecosystem: sustainable quarrying and karst water habitats 
preservationò in collaboration with National Research Council ï Institute of Ecosystem 
Study and Earth Science Department of Florence University (associated beneficiary). 
 

Marketing and promotional activities 

¶ Attendance at EXPO 2015 in Milan, for the promotion of typical products (chestnut 
bread, spelled bread, typical cheeses, etc.) with particular attention to food innovation 

¶ òSarzana, terra di mezzoò, Festival of protected areas (Cinque Terre National Park, 
Tosco-Emiliano Appenine National Park, Montemarcello Magra Regional Park, 
Portovenere Regional Park and Apuan Alps Regional Park): promotion of the areas, 
environmental education meetings, tasting of local food, guided tours. 

¶ New promotional leaflets of several Geopark facilities in Italian and English languages 
for handing out at tourism fairs, visitor centres and recommended structures. 

 
Sustainable economic development 

¶ Experimental activity on vineyard producing mountain wine of good quality in Bosa 
Geopark Farm.  

¶ ñWild food foragingò event in Bosa Geopark, special gourmet experience, walking, 
cooking and sale of vegetables, wine, jam, biscuits and other organic product made in 
Geopark by farmers. 

 
 
Contacts:   

Director:         Antonio Bartelletti       abartelletti@parcapuane.it 
Geologist:      Alessia Amorfini          aamorfini@parcapuane.it 

mailto:abartelletti@parcapuane.it
mailto:aamorfini@parcapuane.it
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AROUCA GEOPARK (PORTUGAL) 

 

 

 
New infrastructure: Wooden suspended walkways in Paiva River 

 
 
Major achievements in 2015 

¶ News infrastructures of valorisation in 4 geosites. 

¶ Opening the wood walkways along 8.6 km on the Paiva River.  

¶ Inauguration by the President of the Portuguese Republic of the Meteorological Radar 
in the Freita Mountain, with a belvedere only for the Geopark visitors.  

¶ Launch of the new thematic route in Arouca Geopark ñRota dos geos²tios do Arouca 
Geoparkò (Trail of the Arouca Geopark geosites). 

¶ Launch of the new thematic route in Magic Mountains Area ñRota da Ćgua e da Pedraò 
(Trail of water and stone). 

 
Contribution towards the work of the EGN 

¶ Participation of the two representatives in the EGN CC meetings at UNESCO 
Headquarters (France) and Rokua Geopark (Finland). 

¶ Contribution into EGN Magazine with the title ñNature Rhythms and Producing Art in 
Arouca Geopark - Portugalò. 

 
Management structure and financial status 

¶ New working staff: a technician with a degree in Geography for the meteorological 
radar. 

¶ New application to the Life+ EU Programme designated ñPaiva Riverò. 
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Conservation (geoconservation) strategy 

¶ Presentation to the Municipalities integrating Magic Mountains territory of the Geosites 
Inventory of this area.  

¶ Rehabilitation and valorisation of four geosites.  

¶ Scientific revision of the new geological and geomorphological maps of the Arouca 
Geopark territory. 
 

Strategic partnership 

¶ Arouca Geopark Association be co-founder of the new Tourism Regional Agency for 
International promotion of the Porto and North of Portugal Destination.   
 

Marketing and promotional activities 

¶ New promotional brochure of Paiva Walkways.  

¶ New Web sites www.aroucageopark.pt and www.passadicosdopaiva.pt 

¶ News APP Arouca Geopark. 

¶ New interpretative panels on 4 geosites.  

¶ Up-grade of Arouca Geopark Tourism Offer Dossier.   

¶ Conception of the ñTrail of Arouca Geopark Geositesò Guidebook. 

¶ Conception of the ñDiscover to the biodiversity of Arouca Geoparkò Guidebook. 
 

Sustainable economic development 

¶ Certification of ñCastaroucos sweetò with Arouca Geopark Brand.  

¶ Partnership with ñArouca Agricola Shopò in order to promote Arouca agricultural 
products and farmers. 

¶ New tourism packages of Arouca Geopark in partnership with Bestravel Tourism 
Agency.  
 

 
Contacts:   

Manager:          Antonio Duarte        aduarte@geoparquearouca.com 
Geologist:         Artur S§                   asa@utad.pt 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.aroucageopark.pt/
http://www.passadicosdopaiva.pt/
mailto:aduarte@geoparquearouca.com
mailto:asa@utad.pt
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AZORES GEOPARK (PORTUGAL) 
 

 

 
�7�U�D�L�Q�L�Q�J���&�R�X�U�V�H���³�9�R�O�F�D�Q�R�H�V�����*�H�R�G�L�Y�H�U�V�L�W�\���D�Q�G���*�H�R�W�R�X�U�L�V�P�����$���7�U�L�O�R�J�\���R�I���W�K�H���$�]�R�U�H�V���*�H�R�S�D�U�N�´ 

 
 
Major achievements in 2015 

¶ Organization of the Training Course "Volcanoes, Geodiversity and Geotourism: A Trilogy of 
the Azores Geoparkò, in partnership with the Regional Association of Tourism Activities 
Companies (AREAT), with 28 participants of about 20 private companies. 

¶ Edition in partnership with the Azores Tourism Promotion Board, of the interactive 
brochure ñGeotourism in the Azoresñ, available in the kiosk ñvisitazores.comò.  

¶ Celebration of the European Geoparks Week, with 17 activities and 849 participants. 

¶ Launch of the Promotional Video of Azores Global UNESCO Geopark available at the 
Azores Geopark YouTube channel. 

 
Contribution towards the work of the EGN 

¶ Participation in the 13th European Geoparks Conference in Oulu (Finland). 

¶ Participation in the 36th "EGN Coordination Committee meeting", in Rokua Geopark in 
Oulu (Finland) and in the 35th Meeting of the European Geoparks Network at UNESCO 
Headquarters in Paris. 

¶ Catalyst of the Thematic Working Group ñVolcanic Geoparksò of the EGN. 
 
Strategic partnerships 

¶ The Azores Geopark has currently 38 partners, including public institutions and private 
companies.  

 
Marketing and promotional activities 

¶ Update of the Azores Geopark web site. 

¶ Daily update of the Azores Geopark Facebook, with activities, photos and news. 






























































































































































































































